
Upper Canada Village is a living 
history museum that depicts life 
during the 1860s, on the eve of 
Confederation.

The village recreates the pre-
electricity era of the mid-19th 
century, and well before SIRI or 
AI, Netflix or GPS, when chores 
were done by hand and people 
travelled by horsepower.

Upper Canada Village is a fun 
look at the past, with about 100 
artisans and costumed anima-
tors bringing to life the work of 
blacksmiths, cobblers and cabi-
netmakers. The villagers chop 
their own wood and weave their 
own clothes.

When the village opens for 
the season May 4, visitors will 
be able to explore more than 
40 heritage buildings such as 
the schoolhouse, the church, 
farmhouses, a print shop, a 
bakery or three fully operational 
mills (flour, lumber and wool) 
powered by water. They can take 
horse-drawn rides or board a 
miniature train. In spring, the 

newborn farm animals, espe-
cially the lambs and piglets, are 
an irresistible draw.

Upper Canada Village also 
raises majestic Canadian horses, 
the country’s national breed. 
They’re a captivating sight when 
they are young and playful, and 
when they mature, at perhaps 
four years old, they go to work 
pulling the stagecoach or a plow.

May is an exciting month, with 

sheep shearing, Garden Days, 
Mother’s Day festivities on May 
13 and a Queen Victoria celebra-
tion on May 20.
Pioneer lodging: Upper Canada 
Village is home to two charming 
sleepover options for lodging, in 
addition to several campgrounds.

The Robin’s Roost Treehouse, 
at the Upper Canada Migratory 
Bird Sanctuary, is a fun perch for 
six people. It’s a new and rustic 

glamping adventure and it’s also 
extremely exclusive — because 
there is only one tree house.

Robin’s Roost is peaceful and 
embedded in nature, with views 
of the St. Lawrence River and the 
sounds of birdsong. The sanctu-
ary is a wildlife habitat of nearly 
200 species of birds including 
waterfowl and raptors.

Even meals are outdoorsy. 

Robin’s Roost has a BBQ, a 
microwave, a full fridge and a 
beautiful wraparound deck, ideal 
for morning coffee or al fresco 
suppers under the trees.

You’ll have a small private 
beach on the St. Lawrence (near 
the larger campground beach) 
for swimming and a canoe for 
paddling, plus eight kilometres 
of walking trails through nearby 
forests, fields and around wet-
lands and open water.

Another lodging option is 
Montgomery House, an authen-
tic 19th-century cabin on the 
edge of Upper Canada Village. 
It looks like the 1860s from the 
outside, but it is equipped with 
modern conveniences inside. 
Montgomery House has electric-
ity, a full kitchen, two bathrooms 
with showers, a flat-screen TV 
and accommodations for six.
Dining: Willard’s Hotel serves 
lunch (and dinner during special 
evening events) with heritage- 
themed specialties such as 
the Ploughman’s Lunch or the 
Tenant Farmer’s Favourite Beef 
Stew.

There are three more choices 
for casual fare: The Harvest Barn, 
a cafeteria, offers salads, sand-
wiches and a children’s menu.

The Café connected to the 
Village Store opens onto a 
veranda overlooking the village 
and a canal, so it’s a picturesque 
spot. It’s great for lemonade and 
grilled cheese sandwiches — with 
both the bread and the cheese 
made on site.

You can also stop by the lively 
Cook’s Tavern for a 19th-centu-
ry-style sarsaparilla or ginger 
beer. (Cook’s is a rather tame 
pub, without beer or wine. Only 
Willard’s serves alcohol).
Beyond the Village: Upper Cana-
da Village is operated by the St. 
Lawrence Parks Commission, an 
Ontario government agency that 
manages leisure facilities along 
the St. Lawrence River from 
Lancaster, Ont., near Cornwall, 
to Kingston.

The Cornwall area includes the 
Upper Canada Golf Course, the 
Upper Canada Migratory Bird 
Sanctuary, the scenic Long Sault 
Parkway, Farran Campground, 
Riverside-Cedar Campground 
and Upper Canada Village. From 
Montreal, boaters can cruise 
west along the St. Lawrence and 
dock at the Crysler Park Marina.

Cyclists, too, are in heaven 
here. The Great Lakes Water-
front Trail stretches more than 
2,100 kilometres from Sault Ste-
Marie in the west to the Quebec 
border at its eastern tip.

The scenic trail, mostly car-
free, runs near the shore of the 
St. Lawrence River, winding 
through 114 communities and 
past farms, beaches and natural 
fields, wetlands and forests.
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C H E C K I N G  I N

PIONEER VILLAGE ADDS 
TREE HOUSE GLAMPING

Robin’s Roost is a six-person tree house at the Upper Canada Migratory 
Bird Sanctuary. 

Upper Canada Village, near Cornwall, Ont., brings to life the 1860s.  P H O T O S :  S T.  L AW R E NC E  PA R K S  C O M M I S S I O N

R O C H E L L E  L A S H

Upper Canada Village is  
about 150 kilometres west  
of Montreal and 29 kilometres 
west of Cornwall.
Upper Canada Village: 
May 4-Sept. 3, daily; Sept. 
5-16, Wed-Sun.; adults, $20, 
with discounts for seniors 
and juniors. 800-437-2233, 
613-543-4328, uppercana-
davillage.com; 13740 County 
Rd. 2, Morrisburg, Ont. Extra 
fees apply for some activities. 
Watch for themed weekends 
and Pumpkinferno in October 
and Alight at Night in Decem-
ber.
Robin’s Roost Treehouse: 
$301 per night for up to six 
people, including use of BBQ, 
some kitchen facilities, pri-
vate beach and larger beach 
access, canoe, nature trails, 
bike path, two passes to Up-
per Canada Village, with rides.
Montgomery House: $195 
per night, for up to eight 
people.
Ontario Tourism, live chats 
at: ontariotravel.net.
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WAKEFIELD MILL HOTEL & SPA
visitfreeport.com 207-865-1212

Visit us at the Freeport, Maine Train & Information Center
23 Depot St. Freeport, Maine 04032 USA

Experience why we’re New England’s favorite shopping destination. Located on
the shores of Casco Bay, Freeport is world-famous for our hundreds of brand-
name outlets and local boutiques housed in charming brick buildings, some
dating back as far as the 18th century. In addition to world-class shopping,

Freeport offers delectable local cuisine, four-star lodging and a diverse
assortment of enjoyable activities for all ages and interests. Rich in history,

nature and the arts, you’ll come to shop and stay to play.

Come and enjoy our hospitality. Fall/Winter special: Studio Efficiency at
US $85/night or a one bedroom suite at US $95/night including a deluxe

continental breakfast and free WIFI. Mention The Gazette special. Not valid
with any other discounts and may not be available on certain week-ends.

Rates effective Nov 1, 2017 to May 1, 2018. 2.73 inTake Exit 13 off I-89, left on
Rt 7/Shelburne Rd. for 1.5 miles. Same entrance as Holiday Inn Express.

Unforgettable and unparalleled views from your balcony and as close as you can get to
the majestic Whiteface Olympic Mountain - a view you cannot find in Lake Placid. Bring
your camera or drone! Our Adirondack Great Room is perfect for your large function or
gathering. Firepits and barbecue grills available for guests use. World class fly-fishing

within walking distance. Hospitality that will make you feel right at home.

FOR RATES AND RESERVATIONS
CALL TOLL FREE 833 - 4 - ROGERS

SMART SUITES
www.smartsuitesburlington.com

1700 Shelburne Rd., So. Burlington, Vt.
Toll free 877-862-6800

LEDGE ROCK AT WHITEFACE MOUNTAIN
5078 NYS ROUTE 86

WILMINGTON, NY 12997
WWW.LEDGEROCKATWHITEFACE.COM

Inn. Luxurious One-Bedroom King Suite starting at $109 weekdays and $119 weekends
(2-night minimum required) Includes Fireside Breakfast served each morning & Fireside
Reception with Beer, Wine and Dinner (M-TR). Heated Indoor Pool/Jacuzzi & Exercise

facility. Walking distance to University Mall and close to Lake Champlain and the Church
Street Marketplace. Promotional rate may not be available during select periods.

Inventory for this promotional rate is limited. Please contact hotel for
more information. Toll-free reservations 866.337.1616

GREEN MOUNTAIN SUITES HOTEL
401 Dorset St, South Burlington, VT 05403, USA

www.greenmountainsuites.com
GREEN MOUNTAIN SUITES HOTEL

NEW YORK

MAINE

10018686-02_1_1


